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2One criticism of military history as an academic field is that it 
has too often been left to soldiers. 
Yet some of the most insightful 
work has been produced by soldier-
scholars. One striking example, which 
comes to mind only because I have 
recently been reading his sparkling 
memoirs, Captain-Professor, is Sir 
Michael Howard. Perhaps I am the 
last person who should comment; 
my training was at the Directorate 
of History. The directorate, like most 
of the official history shops and 
programs in western countries at 
least, represents a conscious effort to 
bring together professional military 
expertise and university scholarship. 
 One of the notable soldier-scholars 
at DHist in the late 1970s to 1990s 
was Bill McAndrew. His influence 
was – and is – profound, and not just 
because of his penetrating analysis of 
military professionalism, and its over-
arching context, the will and direction 
of government. Bill, who remained 
closely engaged with the military 
through the whole of his 21 years at 
DHist, was the directorate’s point-man 
(and innovator) in providing support 
to the Canadian Forces’ programmes 
for leadership development, and 
the higher education of officers.
 One of the goals of Canadian 
Military History is to bring together the 
work and reflections of more senior 
as well as younger scholars. That 
was one of the reasons why I recently 
visited Bill to chat about the state 
of military history, a conversation 
Bill had initiated some years ago, 
and I had let lapse in the day to day 
scramble. To tell the truth, I grilled 
Bill about his career, and he took the 
hint. Mike and I were delighted when 
Bill followed up the discussion with 
the memoir featured in this issue.
 Richard Mayne, a sailor-scholar 
and directorate  a lumnus,  has 
contributed a piece from his recent 
work on the Cold War Canadian Navy. 
Here he shows that the Navy’s modest 
presence in the Arctic in 1946-1950 was 
the result of severely limited resources, 
and not a lack of commitment to 
Canada’s third ocean frontier. The 
constraints under which the Navy 
worked, moreover, reflected the 
government’s great caution in the face 
of growing Soviet-US confrontation.
 From The Oxford Companion to 
Canadian Military History by J.L. 
Granatstein and Dean Oliver we 
are reprinting the article on the 
scandal resulting from the Canadian 
Airborne Regiment’s operations in 
Somalia in 1992-3. This is perhaps the 
finest short account of the scandal. 
 We are particularly pleased to 
present substantial research by four 
scholars in the early stages of their 
careers. Caroline d’Amours of the 
University of Ottawa delves into 
the very great shortcomings in the 
training of the Canadian Army units 
committed to the Dieppe raid with a 
case study of the Fusiliers Mont-Royal. 
Elliot Worsfold of Western University, 
who became interested in war and 
memory during his MA studies at 
the University of Waterloo, examines 
English-Canadian commemoration 
of the North-West Rebellion with a 
study of memorials erected in Ottawa 
and Peterborough. We also have 
two powerful personal stories. Matt 
Huntington, a graduate of Wilfrid 
Laurier, assembled the memorabilia of 
his grandfather, Kenneth Huntington, 
who was an aircraft technician with 
the RCAF during the Second World 
and served overseas with bomber 
units in 1943-5. Matt carried out 
additional research to place his 
grandfather’s wartime writings and 
later reflections in context. Mélanie 
Morin-Pelletier of the Canadian War 
Museum provides a brooding look 
at the impact of the Second World 
War on Edmunston, New Brunswick 
through the story of René Morin. 
Morin was one of the home service 
conscripts who was sent overseas in 
early 1945 and entered combat during 
the last weeks of the war; he was killed 
by enemy fire only days after being 
deployed at the front in Holland.
Production of 
Canadian Military History
This will be the last issue of CMH to appear in the large-size 
“magazine” format. The journal will 
continue as a quarterly, with the same 
word count, and similar contributions 
– a mix of work by established scholars 
and those in earlier stages of their 
careers, with special encouragement 
for new research by students and 
those embarking on their careers. 
The termination of the Security and 
Defence Forum program by the 
Department of National Defence, 
however, has eliminated the core 
funding that paid for the magazine 
format: extensive design and graphics 
work, and weeks of research per issue 
to locate and acquire illustrations. 
 The new format will be based on 
standard academic journals, with a 
page size of approximately six by nine 
inches, basic illustrations supplied by 
authors, and some 100 pages per issue. 
The new format will be implemented 
w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  2 0 1 4 . 
 These difficult decisions are part 
of strategic planning that will ensure 
the long-term survival of the Laurier 
Centre. The decisions on the journal 
have been driven by the desires of 
subscribers as expressed through 
a recent survey and comments we 
periodically receive. Comments 
will be especially welcome in the 
coming year as we implement the 
new format, and a new director for 
the Centre, The Dunkley Chair in War 
and the Canadian Experience now 
being staffed, takes up the reins. Full 
details on the changes taking place 
may be found in the Centre’s most 
recent newsletter, available online at: 
<www.canadianmilitaryhistory.ca/ 
l c m s d s - f a l l - 2 0 1 3 - n e w s l e t t e r > .
Roger Sarty
November 2013
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